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(b) ‘interchangeable equipment’ means a device which, after
the putting into service of machinery or of a tractor, is
assembled with that machinery or tractor by the operator
himself in order to change its function or attribute a new
function, in so far as this equipment is not a tool;
(c) ‘safety component’ means a component:
— which serves to fulfil a safety function,
— which is independently placed on the market,
— the failure and/or malfunction of which endangers the
safety of persons, and
— which is not necessary in order for the machinery to
function, or for which normal components may be
substituted in order for the machinery to function.
An indicative list of safety components is set out in
Annex V, which may be updated in accordance with
Article 8(1)(a);
(d) ‘lifting accessory’ means a component or equipment not
attached to the lifting machinery, allowing the load to be
held, which is placed between the machinery and the load
or on the load itself, or which is intended to constitute an
integral part of the load and which is independently placed
on the market; slings and their components are also
regarded as lifting accessories;
(e) ‘chains, ropes and webbing’ means chains, ropes and
webbing designed and constructed for lifting purposes as
part of lifting machinery or lifting accessories;
(f) ‘removable mechanical transmission device’ means a removable component for transmitting power between selfpropelled machinery or a tractor and another machine by
joining them at the first fixed bearing. When it is placed on
the market with the guard it shall be regarded as one
product;
(g) ‘partly completed machinery’ means an assembly which is
almost machinery but which cannot in itself perform a
specific application. A drive system is partly completed
machinery. Partly completed machinery is only intended to
be incorporated into or assembled with other machinery or
other partly completed machinery or equipment, thereby
forming machinery to which this Directive applies;
(h) ‘placing on the market’ means making available for the first
time in the Community machinery or partly completed
machinery with a view to distribution or use, whether for
reward or free of charge;
(i) ‘manufacturer’ means any natural or legal person who
designs and/or manufactures machinery or partly
completed machinery covered by this Directive and is
responsible for the conformity of the machinery or the
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partly completed machinery with this Directive with a view
to its being placed on the market, under his own name or
trademark or for his own use. In the absence of a manufacturer as defined above, any natural or legal person who
places on the market or puts into service machinery or
partly completed machinery covered by this Directive shall
be considered a manufacturer;
(j) ‘authorised representative’ means any natural or legal
person established in the Community who has received a
written mandate from the manufacturer to perform on his
behalf all or part of the obligations and formalities
connected with this Directive;
(k) ‘putting into service’ means the first use, for its intended
purpose, in the Community, of machinery covered by this
Directive;
(l) ‘harmonised standard’ means a non-binding technical specification adopted by a standardisation body, namely the
European Committee for Standardisation (CEN), the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation
(CENELEC) or the European Telecommunications Standards
Institute (ETSI), on the basis of a remit issued by the
Commission in accordance with the procedures laid down
in Directive 98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 22 June 1998 laying down a procedure for
the provision of information in the field of technical standards and regulations and of rules on Information Society
services (1).

Article 3
Specific Directives

Where, for machinery, the hazards referred to in Annex I are
wholly or partly covered more specifically by other Community
Directives, this Directive shall not apply, or shall cease to
apply, to that machinery in respect of such hazards from the
date of implementation of those other Directives.

Article 4
Market surveillance

1. Member States shall take all appropriate measures to
ensure that machinery may be placed on the market and/or put
into service only if it satisfies the relevant provisions of this
Directive and does not endanger the health and safety of
persons and, where appropriate, domestic animals or property,
when properly installed and maintained and used for its
intended purpose or under conditions which can reasonably be
foreseen.
(1) OJ L 204, 21.7.1998, p. 37. Directive as last amended by the 2003
Act of Accession.
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2.
Member States shall take all appropriate measures to
ensure that partly completed machinery can be placed on the
market only if it satisfies the relevant provisions of this Directive.
3.
Member States shall institute or appoint the competent
authorities to monitor the conformity of machinery and partly
completed machinery with the provisions set out in paragraphs 1 and 2.
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a transitional period, the system to be applied, the CE marking
shall indicate conformity only to the provisions of those Directives applied by the manufacturer or his authorised representative. Particulars of the Directives applied, as published in the
Official Journal of the European Union, shall be given on the
EC declaration of conformity.

Article 6
4.
Member States shall define the tasks, organisation and
powers of the competent authorities referred to in paragraph 3
and shall notify the Commission and other Member States
thereof and also of any subsequent amendment.

Freedom of movement
1. Member States shall not prohibit, restrict or impede the
placing on the market and/or putting into service in their territory of machinery which complies with this Directive.

Article 5
Placing on the market and putting into service
1.
Before placing machinery on the market and/or putting it
into service, the manufacturer or his authorised representative
shall:
(a) ensure that it satisfies the relevant essential health and
safety requirements set out in Annex I;
(b) ensure that the technical file referred to in Annex VII,
part A is available;
(c) provide, in particular, the necessary information, such as
instructions;

2. Member States shall not prohibit, restrict or impede the
placing on the market of partly completed machinery where
the manufacturer or his authorised representative makes a
declaration of incorporation, referred to in Annex II, part 1,
Section B, stating that it is to be incorporated into machinery
or assembled with other partly completed machinery to form
machinery.
3. At trade fairs, exhibitions, demonstrations, and such like,
Member States shall not prevent the showing of machinery or
partly completed machinery which does not conform to this
Directive, provided that a visible sign clearly indicates that it
does not conform and that it will not be made available until it
has been brought into conformity. Furthermore, during demonstrations of such non-conforming machinery or partly
completed machinery, adequate safety measures shall be taken
to ensure the protection of persons.

(d) carry out the appropriate procedures for assessing conformity in accordance with Article 12;
(e) draw up the EC declaration of conformity in accordance
with Annex II, part 1, Section A and ensure that it accompanies the machinery;

Article 7
Presumption of conformity and harmonised standards

(f) affix the CE marking in accordance with Article 16.
2.
Before placing partly completed machinery on the
market, the manufacturer or his authorised representative shall
ensure that the procedure referred to in Article 13 has been
completed.

1. Member States shall regard machinery bearing the CE
marking and accompanied by the EC declaration of conformity,
the content of which is set out in Annex II, part 1, Section A,
as complying with the provisions of this Directive.

3.
For the purposes of the procedures referred to in
Article 12, the manufacturer or his authorised representative
shall have, or shall have access to, the necessary means of
ensuring that the machinery satisfies the essential health and
safety requirements set out in Annex I.

2. Machinery manufactured in conformity with a harmonised standard, the references to which have been published in
the Official Journal of the European Union, shall be presumed to
comply with the essential health and safety requirements
covered by such a harmonised standard.

4.
Where machinery is also the subject of other Directives
relating to other aspects and providing for the affixing of the
CE marking, the marking shall indicate that the machinery also
conforms to the provisions of those other Directives.

3. The Commission shall publish in the Official Journal of the
European Union the references of the harmonised standards.

However, where one or more of those Directives allow the
manufacturer or his authorised representative to choose, during

4. Member States shall take the appropriate measures to
enable the social partners to have an influence at national level
on the process of preparing and monitoring the harmonised
standards.

